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The Seattle City Light (SCL) Overhead Power Distribu-
tion System requires a minimum horizontal and verti-
cal clearance from buildings and structures, and other
installations including signs, billboards, chimneys,
radio and television antennas, and tanks. Required
clearances allow for safe and legal operation of the
system. It is important to note that whenever possible,
SCL crews maintain and operate the Overhead Power
Distribution System while energized to achieve the high-
est level of system reliability and customer satisfaction.

The purpose of required clearances is to keep the
general public and workers without high voltage
electrical expertise out of harm's way. Clearances
also provide adequate space for qualified electrical
workers to operate safely and efficiently during con-
struction and long-term operations and maintenance
activity. Additional clearances are required to allow
for regular building maintenance such as window-
washing activities.

Land use setback requirements alone, particularly
when front setbacks of less than 15 feet are allowed,
are likely not adequate to account for required clear-
ances from overhead electric utilities. Note that
clearances are also required where electrical facilities
are located in alleys. Proposed buildings may need
to be located back from property lines to accomplish
required clearances. The illustration and guidelines
on pages 2-3 of this Client Assistance Memo (CAM)
provide some additional general information.

Please contact SCL to arrange a meeting as early
as possible in your design process. We recognize
that each proposed development location, adjacent
utilities, streetscape and development request is
unique. Even if poles and wires are not immediately
adjacent to your property at this time, it is best to as-
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sume clearances are needed until you meet with SCL and
verify otherwise. The city is growing and additional and
relocated infrastructure is needed to serve this demand.

SCL and the Department of Planning and Develop-
ment staff will work closely with you to accomplish
appropriate clearances required during construction
and at final build-out. Communication and resolution
of required clearances are critical to final design and
construction approval of your proposal.

Contacts

Seattle City Light North Electrical Services
(North of Denny Way)

North Customer Engineering

1300 N. 97" St.

(206) 615-0600

Seattle City Light South Electrical Services
(South of Denny Way)

South Customer Engineering

3613 - 4" Ave. S.

(206) 386-4200

More information on electric utility clearance require-
ments is available on the web at: www.seattle.gov/
transportation/rowvmanual/manual/4_20.asp.

NOTE: You must meet with Seattle City Light (SCL)
before construction of a project begins to ensure
adherence to electric utility clearance requirements.
This CAM should not be used as a substitute for
codes and regulations, or in place of meeting with
SCL. The applicant/developer is responsible for com-
pliance with all code and rule requirements, whether
or not described in this CAM.

700 5th Avenue, Suite 2000
P.O. Box 34019

Seattle, WA 98124-4019
(206) 684-8600

Printed on totally chlorine free paper made with 100% post-consumer fiber




page 2

Swos anlon |

Electric Utility Clearance Requirements

DPD Client Assistance Memo # 122

aoueeal AN 1A Aug apaeas el H el &EM@F

“IVAOYddY 1LOds INAVH
1SN AVM-40-1LHOIY 13341S NIHLIM NOILVOO1 310d

(7oI1dAL)
82

'(£-2A) ANITIAIND NOILONYLSNOD 10S ANV
(££2/9€2 S31NY ‘200Z-0S3N) 3A0D ALIAVYS 21¥1D313 SNOLIVOINNNGS
TYNOILVYN ‘(096-72-96Z OVM ‘827-G51-962 OVM) 300D (WIdAD

IAILVHLSININAY NOLONIHSYM LNIHHNO L1SONONWY D\\
SIN3IWIT3 JAILOIYLSIH LSOW FHL ¥3d S3HUNLONYLS LHOITL33dLS

ANV SONIATING WO¥4 IONVHYITO TVIILY3A

ANY TVLNOZIYMOH WNWININ ¥V STHIND3Y NOILNGIYLSIa

HIAMOd AVIHYIAO AM9Z (TOS) LHOIT ALID ITLLVIS IHL

NOILONYLSNOD 128 TVIIdAL i

NOILNBIY1SIa WwoI410313

ALNLLN AY3HY3A0 AYYANOOIS ANV TYHLN3N AYVWING

IVOIHLO3T3 10S WO¥H ONVHVITO
ALITILN {04 d3dIND3Y 39NLONYLS d0
ONIATING A3HSINIF 4O XMOVvaL3S WNWINIW= Y

ANIT ALH3d0OHd

__R{___

SHINHOISNYHL

NOLLNGI™¥LSIA TVII-HLO3713 AdYIIEd

'ALIAILOY ONVYNILNIVIA ONIATING J04 A3dIND3Y 39V SIONVHVY3TO TvNOILIaay
IN3IS3Hd LON FHV STHIM ANV S310d 41 d3HIND3Y 39 AVIN SIONVHYITO 'VIYV SIHL
NI @3119IHOYd STILIAILOY FONVNILNIVIN ANV NOILONYLSNOD 'SIFHUNLONYLS TV -3LON

ANIT ALd3dO¥d OL WNIINIW £ 13S 3170d :31dINVX3

LEGAL DISCLAIMER: This Client Assistance Memo (CAM) should not be used as a substitute for codes and regulations. The applicant is

responsible for compliance with all code and rule requirements, whether or not described in this CAM.
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lllustration Guidelines
Refer to the illustration on page 2.

e Clearance requirements will be based on the most
restrictive elements within current Washington Ad-
ministrative Code (WAC), including but not limited
to WAC 296-155-428/WAC 296-24-960; National
Electric Safety Code (NESC), including but not
limited to Rules 236/237; and SCL requirements,
including but not limited to Construction Guide-
line D2-3.

¢ The illustration only represents a minimum clear-
ance that accommodates the Overhead Power
Distribution System. Routine maintenance and
operation on the surface of a building or structure
(i.e., painting, resurfacing and window washing)
will likely require increased clearances. Other-
wise the property owner will have to request that
SCL temporarily relocate the Overhead Power
Distribution System at the owner's cost per occur-
rence and subject to SCL approval. The permit
applicants/developers are to consult SCL regard-
ing additional maintenance and operations-based
clearance requirements.

e The illustration is for finished building or structure
clearances only, and clearances may be required
on each side of the street to provide clearances for
present and possible future SCL Overhead Power
Distribution System installation and construction.
SCL needs the ability to construct the Overhead
Power Distribution System on both sides of the
street to accommodate emergencies, construc-
tion clearances and future system additions and
requirements. Wing-Arm Construction is to be
used only to provide clearance for temporary
construction and maintenance clearances where
applicable, and not for finished building or struc-
ture clearances.

e |f the developer intends to construct beneath the
clearance zone, then additional vertical clear-
ances are required. It is possible that construction
beneath the clearance zone may be prohibited.
Developers are to contact SCL as soon as possible.

e The illustration does not indicate the requirements
for voltages over 50kV, nor for 115kV or 230kV
transmission lines. Developers are to contact SCL
for details regarding increased clearance require-
ments from these facilities and to determine voltage.

e Developers are to contact SCL for clearance
requirements where SCL electrical infrastructure is
located in alleys.

Developers are to contact SDOT Street Use imme-
diately if proposed construction includes appur-
tenances such as awnings over sidewalk areas or
any proposed changes to curb lines.

Developers are to contact SCL if vegetation is to
be planted under or adjacent to clearance zones.

If anyone identifies an existing or future condition
that poses a possible electric clearance concern,
please contact SCL immediately.

Links to electronic versions of DPD Client
Assistance Memos (CAMs) and Director's Rules
are available on the "Publications" page of our web-
site at www.seattle.gov/dpd/publications. Paper
copies of these documents, as well as additional
regulations mentioned in this CAM, are available
from our Public Resource Center, located on the
20th floor of Seattle Municipal Tower at 700 Fifth
Ave. in downtown Seattle, (206) 684-8467.

LEGAL DISCLAIMER: This Client Assistance Memo (CAM) should not be used as a substitute for codes and regulations. The applicant is
responsible for compliance with all code and rule requirements, whether or not described in this CAM.




